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Farmington River
Watershed Association

Protecting and preserving the natural resources of the Farmington River Watershed through
research, education, stewardship, and advocacy—
for you, for all, forever.

Strong Progress and Emerging Challenges

The past year witnessed strong progress—and an historic moment. On May 11, 2019, FRWA joined with federal and state
elected officials, key state and local partners, and many friends and supporters at the Flower Bridge in Simsbury to
celebrate the new federal Wild and Scenic designation for the Lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook—a major victory
15 years in the making! With this new segment, most of the Farmington River and all of the Salmon Brook—=86 river miles
in total—now enjoys protected Wild and Scenic status, ensuring free flow and clean water.

Our achievements did not end there. FRWA expanded its widely-respected water quality monitoring program into the
Massachusetts headwaters of the Farmington River, with seventeen new sites. FRWA built its largest rain garden yet—at
Bristol’s Page Park—and assisted the Pequabuck River Watershed Association with another rain garden at Bristol Eastern
High School. FRWA also gave public talks on river-friendly actions, participated in crucial land use proceedings, began
assembling the advisory committee for the new Wild and Scenic segment, and taught children about river wonders.

There were new challenges too. The biggest hit this summer with a dramatic PFAS “forever chemical” spill into the
Farmington River in Windsor that garnered nationwide attention and led to a new statewide PFAS task force; FRWA has
been working with federal and state officials, community partners, and the media to make sure the River receives high
priority, more safeguards, and a full PFAS clean-up. Other challenges included new development pressures in the river
corridor, a major repair project at Colebrook River Lake Dam, and worsening extreme weather due to climate change.
FRWA sees more critical work ahead, but with your help and support, we know we will succeed.

From Headwaters to Confluence—FRWA's Monitoring the River

Alisa Phillips-Griggs and the FRWA Water Monitoring Team had a busy summer with the addition of seventeen new bacteria
monitoring sites in the Massachusetts portion of our watershed. We now monitor water quality throughout the summer in
the Farmington River and numerous major tributaries at fifty-six sites, from our Massachusetts headwaters downstream to just
above the river’s confluence with the Connecticut River. We added two more stream temperature monitoring sites and are
currently monitoring stream temperature hourly, throughout the year, at ten sites. With the help of volunteers, we have
sampled many sites for aquatic insects and other macroinvertebrates. These organisms are excellent indicators of overall water
quality as they reside continuously in the water and some are particularly sensitive to water conditions and pollution.

Mon

/ Sample sites: 70
e o
g StreamTemp. sensor

itoring in 2019

Samples analyzed: 574

sites:
Alisa Phillips-Griggs setting up water T8 10 WQ Vol Unteers: 33

samples at the Lab.




Protecting Our River for the Next Generation

Substantial Restoration Projects. FRWA continued its partnership with the
Town of Farmington and the Connecticut Water Company, installing a
riverside buffer on public lands in Farmington. FRWA also completed a
major new rain garden for the ski lodge building in Bristol’s Page Park,
leveraging volunteers from the City of Bristol, ESPN, and Bristol Eastern
High School. Native plants and trees added beauty and resilience!

Fun River Schooling. FRWA’s school programs ranged from Simsbury 4th
graders, to Miss Porter’s School students, and the UConn CAP program.
Community workshops were hosted in towns along the river’s edge to : s
discover what creatures live there—and how we can all be “river-smart” in Monarch at new Page Park rain garden.
the home and “river-friendly* in the neighborhood. FRWA also hosted a -
downspout disconnect workshop in Bristol with more to come in the Still
River and the Pequabuck River basins in the coming year.
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River-Friendly Talks and Tours. To meet your wide-ranging interests,
FRWA offered programs on diverse topics. Community presentations for
gardeners showed how non-toxic yard-care translates into good water
quality and healthy turf. History buffs enjoyed FRWA’s annual in-person
tour of the Saville Dam and Barkhamsted Hollow, while Land Trust allies
attended two FRWA co-hosted forums on land protection priorities.

Wild & Scenic Work. FRWA continued its important work as a member of
the Farmington River Coordinating Committee, the advisory body for the
upper river Wild and Scenic segment established in 1994. After celebrating
the new Wiild and Scenic designation for the Lower Farmington River and
Salmon Brook at the Simsbury Flower Bridge on May 11th, FRWA got right
to work helping to assemble and establish the advisory committee that will
oversee this new Wild and Scenic stretch.

Community Involvement in 2019
Volunteers and Program Attendees: 1,134
Total Estimated Value of Volunteer Time: $36,365

Summer River Stewards

Keeping us on track and up to date.

FRWA’s summer River Stewards are integral to our programming. We
train them in water monitoring protocols, sampling techniques,
laboratory procedures, stream crossing assessments, and data
management, and then send them out to capture this data all summer.
Hosting seasonal interns helps FRWA make progress on multi-year
projects, including bacteria monitoring, stream crossing assessments,
and water temperature monitoring. This year we hosted two fantastic
River Stewards, Paige Vichiola and Heather Bourgoin.

Along with their usual responsibilities sampling streams, analyzing
bacteria samples in the lab, surveying culvert stream crossings, and
conducting macroinvertebrate surveys, Heather and Paige helped us
develop a new water monitoring program in Massachusetts. They
helped identify potential monitoring locations on the map, drove
around to scout out safe parking, and scrambled down rocky
streambanks looking for safe access to the Farmington River and
tributary streams throughout the Massachusetts portion of our Paige (left) and Heather monitored the watershed
watershed. Together, we’ve monitored seventeen new sites in our from Massachusetts to the Connecticut River
beautiful Massachusetts headwaters throughout the summer. Confluence in Windsor.




The Secret to FRWA's Success—YOU!

From ending massive industrial pollution to stopping major
diversion projects, FRWA has vigorously protected and restored
the Farmington River watershed for over 65 years. And we are
not going to stop. Whether it’s building a beautiful new rain ,
garden or testing water quality in the Massachusetts headwaters §§
for the first time, FRWA makes progress—sometimes against
very tough odds.

FRWA has a talented staff team with strong expertise and
experience in environmental science, watershed restoration, and §
law and policy. And FRWA has the very good fortune of a
dedicated Board of Directors, as well as many wonderful

supporters, tireless volunteers, and local partners throughout the 3
Farmington Valley. ;

Yet the real secret to FRWA’s success has been you.

Your dedication, your energy, and, yes, your dollars have all
made a real difference. The Farmington River would not be
federally protected as Wild and Scenic along most of its length
in Connecticut if you hadn’t stepped up, for instance. After all,
big things are possible when we all carry a little hope...and band
together to make a better future possible.

There are solutions to the new challenges the Farmington River faces. Sometimes those solutions can take years to become real
on the ground—just like it took decades to make the Farmington River safe from dams and diversions through Wild and Scenic
status—but that doesn’t mean we don’t push forward together and keep trying. Quite the opposite. Persistence, hard work,
optimism — those qualities are what make you and FRWA special and what will win out in the end. Thank you!

Financials - JUlY 20] 8 through June 20] 9 Our thanks also to these funders and all who

are listed on the following pages:

~

Income, FY 2018-19

B Contributions, 30%
Bl Memberships & Dues, 28%

Connecticut Department of The
ENERGY & Gryphon

Endowment Transfers, 16% L0 Total ENVIRONMENTAL  Fund
@ Foundation Grants, 13% PROTECTION
! Income
1 0,
I Fees for Service, 13% $234,020

B Special Events & Sales, 1%

FARMINGTON RIVER
COORDINATING COMMITTEE

Expenses, FY 2018-19 Hartford Foundation

FOR PUBLIC GIVING
Bl Research & Projects, 40%
@ Outreach & Education, 36% Total

Bl Management & General, 13% Expenses
Fundraising, 5% $300,771
@ Advocacy, 6%

E Thomaston
I Savings Bank
__ " Foundation, Inc.

\Werth Family
Foundation




Acknowledgments

FRWA thanks all the businesses and individuals who have donated goods and services
and made financial contributions to support our programs in the 2018-2019 Fiscal Year.

Grant Support
Connecticut Dept. of Energy & Environmental

Corporate Support
Aquarion Water Company

Protection

Farmington River Coordinating Committee
(FRCCQ)

Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental
Protection

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
National Park Foundation

Thomaston Savings Bank

United Way of Central & Northeastern CT
Werth Family Foundation

In-Kind Support

Antonio’s Restaurant

Connecticut River Conservancy

City of Bristol Parks & Recreation

City of Bristol Public Works

Collinsville Canoe & Kayak

CT Dept. of Energy & Environmental Protection
The Metropolitan District Commission
Metacomet Tours

Murphy, Laudati & Kiel PC

North Central Conservation District
Northwest Conservation District
Simsbury Water Pollution Control Facility
Waste Material Trucking Company
Winding Trails

Matching Gift Companies

Aetna Foundation, Inc.

DST Systems, Inc.

IBM International Foundation
Liberty Mutual

Mass Mutual Life Insurance Company
Merck Foundation

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Symetra Gives

United Health Group

United Technologies

United Way of Central & Northeastern
Connecticut

Connecticut Galvanizing - Highway Safety Corp
Connecticut Water Company

EarthShare of New England

Green Tails Market

Hurley Business Park

Ski Sundown

The Simsbury Bank

Municipal Support

City of Bristol

Plainville Conservation Commission
Town of Avon

Town of Barkhamsted
Town of Bloomfield
Town of Burlington
Town of Canton

Town of Colebrook
Town of East Granby
Town of Farmington
Town of Granby

Town of Hartland
Town of New Hartford
Town of Norfolk
Town of Simsbury
Town of Winchester
Town of Windsor

Memorial Donations
Wiilliam |. Atwood

Felicia Feldman

Robert Jackson

Clifton A. “Clif” Mason
Richard H. "Dick" Martindale
Harry Spring



Friends of the Farmington River Watershed—Supporters in FY19

$5,000+

Anonymous

Robert J. Bauer Family Foundation

Alan & Becky Kreczko

$1,000+

Richard & Diane Brainerd
Robert Hurwit

Ted & Adlyn Loewenthal
Susan & Steve Meholic
Len & Robin Oremland
Elenor Reid

Donald & Sally Rieger
Mitchell & Janine Sadoski
Peter & Barbara Setlow
Rick & Kristi Warters

$500+

Robin Baran

Phil Brencher, Jr.

Lynne & Austin Carey

David Donaldson & Patricia Reville
Robert Feldman & Adrienne Plotch
Larry Lunden

Susan Masino & Dave Galt

Murphy, Laudati, Kiel & Rattigan, LLC

Carol Noble

Roderick Brown & Sarah Prentis-Brown

Vic & Brenda Schoen

Sorenson Pearson Family Foundation

Frank & Betty Stanley
Robert Zoldy

S200+

Peter & Pam Albertsen

W. Jeffrey & Marie D'Amour Baker
Sara Batchelder

Ellen & Richard Cartun

lan & Carolyn Clark

Patricia Constantinos

Ron & Lorraine Daigle

Jeanne Dornbos

David & Jenny Emery

Dennis & Sylvia Evans

Michael Feldman

David & Brigid Frey

Sue Elizabeth and Sydney Fuller
Joseph & Janet Grasso

Beth Griffin

Sarah & Dan Hincks

Amy Hudak

Paula & Lowell Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Jones
Katherine Kinane

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Koteen
Andres & Mirje Kukk

John & Linda Kulick

Charles & Joan Anne Leach
Deborah Leonard

David Levin & Martha Greenwood
Henry Lord

Cynthia Mackay

S. John Malinowski

Thomas & Sandra McGee
Gary & Patricia Moeller
Maureen Mohyde & Liane Stevens
Dr. John Nulsen

Charles & Mary Petras

Julia Parker Post

Robert & Rebecca Sahl

Steven & Lenore Schack

leke & Mark Scully

Seth & Lucy E. Holcombe CRT
Peter & Margaret Sexton
Christopher & Natalie Sihpol
Joseph & Mary Jane Springman
Judith & Robert Sturgis
Jonathan & Tara Thompson
David W. Tolli

Sam & Heather Tomasetti
George, Thomas & Cindy Waldeck
Suzanne Wilkins Berl

Ruth L. Woodford

Mark & Penelope Ziarnik




Friends of the Farmington River Watershed
Our $100+ Supporters in FY19

Roger & Nancy Adams

Ginny Apple

Pradeep Bajaj & Brenda Miller
Mr. Buzz Baldwin

Debra Barberi & James Barrett
Susan R. Barney

Erik Barrows

Jeffrey & Annette Beach

Steve & Elizabeth Beaudin
Mrs. Janet W. Benson

Connie Bleiler & Pamela Fall
Peter Bloom

Jay & Allison Bombara

Allen & Patricia Boyce

David & Debbie Brooks

Put & Nannie Brown

Peter & Sandy Brown

Tom Cameron

John & Linda Carmon
Carmon Community Funeral Homes
Christopher & Polly Carville
Lynn Cavo

Donald Chamberlain

Cherry Brook Garden Club
Ellen Childs

Connecticut Valley Garden Club
Bruce & Ruthellen Corbett
Mary H. Crary

Mrs. C. Lynne Creed

Ruth Cutler

Ed Marchena & Jean Darlington
Janice Dean

James and Elise DeFrank
Cathy & Herb Delasco

Ms. Nicole Delong

Bill Dornbos & Elizabeth Benton
Mes. Suzanne Ducate

Mary Ducor

East Granby Land Trust

Vera Ehnen

Eleanor Elkins

Donna Eriksen & Tom Finan
Farmington River Anglers Assoc.
Dr. Frederick Feibel

Bob Ferrante

Michael & Jean Festa

Don & Patricia Flannery
Theresa Formaggioni

Donna Frank

Brian & Charlotte Freeman
Rebecca Fuller

Frances & Charles Funk
Margery Gardow

Marion T. Gilmore

Kevin Gough & Paula Jones
Robert & Lisa Green
Charles Griffith

Ruth Grobe

John H. & Elizabeth Groff
Mr. & Mrs. J.C. David Hadden
David & Patricia Hadlow
Chip & Julie Harrison

Frank Haviland & Shirley Mae Neu
Ms. Virginia Hedrick

Cal & Susan Heminway
Bernard R. Henry

Robert Hensley

Steve & Elizabeth Hill

Ed & Kathy Hodgson
Chuck & Joan Howard
Loftus & Charbra Jestin
Donald & Dorothy Johnson
Theodore & Nancy Johnson
Seth Joseph

Janet Loynes & Jeff Keener
Carol Ketcham

Ms. Judith D. King
Raymond Higgins & Josi M. Klein
Terry Langevin & Doug Muth
Jack & Peggy Lareau

John Laudati

Mr. Fred Lorenzen

Eric Lukingbeal & Sally King
Fred, Millie, & Art Lyford
David & Nancy Macdonald
Alan & Carole MacKenzie
Rebecca Martorelli
Nicholas & Cornelia Mason
Tracy McCoy

Mrs. Phyllis Meeker

John & Sarah Meiklejohn
Susan S. Menson

Harry Meyer

Cynthia & David Mohrman
Mr. Christopher Moore
Rich & Deb Muller

Mes. Jacqueline Mulvey
Ruth M. Nelson

New Hartford Land Trust
Eric & Kathy Olson

Mr. Joseph Orosz

Gordon & Amy Paterson

Samuel & Sarah Paul
Raymond & Eve Pech
Pequabuck River Watershed Association
Alan & Sherry Perrie

Carol Pfeiffer

Alan & Lisa Putney

Mr. Ed Queirolo

Brie Quinby & Evan Cowles
Albert & Phyllis Racine

Jim & Ann Reed

Rob Reed

David Reik & Judith Lohman
Ellen Retelle

Mr. Paul Rochford

Ms. Molly Roraback

Caren & W. Gordon Ross
Douglas & Linda Roth

Bridget Rowan & Don Burley
Raymond & Diana Roy

Karel Rubinstein & Howard Tennen
David & Paula Saaf

Mr. Kenneth Saffir

Mr. Henry L. Savage, Jr.

Ms. Cindy Schulz

David Schupp

Thomas & Clair Ann Sharpless
Joyce Driscoll & Russell Shaw, Jr.
David & Carrie Sinish

Gilbert & Ruth Small

Mrs. Clare B. Smith

Marlene & A.J. Snecinski
Brenda Sullivan

Helen Sunnen Sly

Richard & Gretchen Swibold
Mr. & Mrs. Baldwin Terry
Brookside Farm Association
Pat & Tess Torrey

Mr. Vince Tully

Mes. Linda Weintraub

Mike & Judy Whittlesey
Alfred & Helen Wilke
Windsor Land Trust

Arthur & Susan Winter

Mary Porter Wright & John Pardee Wright
Mr. Joel B. Wulff

M:s. Bonnie Yandow

Celeste Suggs & Joel Zackin



Special Recognition
Thanks to our 2018-2019 friends and volunteers for helping us
protect water quality in the Farmington River Watershed!

Water Quality Monitoring
David & Carrie Sinish
Steve Pratt, Robyn Hall, and crew at the MDC Lab
Dave Cappello
Susan Olson
Heather Bourgoin
Paige Vichiola

FRWA Riparian Buffer Enhancements
Ruth Klue Miller, North Central Conservation District
Vivian Felton—USDA-NRCS
Bill Moorhead
MahoneySabol
Town of Avon
City of Bristol
Connecticut Water Company
Town of Farmington
Pequabuck River Watershed Association

FRWA Microbiology Laboratory
Heather Bourgoin
Paige Vichiola
Anthony Piazza and crew, Town of Simsbury,
Water Pollution Control Facility

River Clean-Up Assistance:
Carol Noble & City of Bristol Public Works
Collinsville Canoe & Kayak

Michelle Deeb & Har-Bur Kids in the Middle
Brian Freeman
Ann Jurkiewicz

Christopher Shepard—Wintonbury Land Trust
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Hobo Stream Temperature Monitoring

Heather Bourgoin
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Macroinvertebrates & RBV
Jan Dommel
Sue Brachwitz
Paige Vichiola
Heather Bourgoin
Stephen Banulski
Grace Epstein
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Jay Kaplan, Roaring Brook Nature Center
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FRWA Board of Directors
We salute our fantastic Board for their hard work and steadfast commmitment to
protecting and restoring the Farmington River Watershed!

New Board Nominee
Milledge “Guy” West

Nominees for Renewed Three Year Terms
Susan Barney Marlene Snecinski

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2020 (One Year Term)
President, Michael Feldman
Vice President, John Laudati
Vice President, Carol Noble
Secretary, Brian Freeman
Treasurer, Maurice Patterson

Current FRWA Board Members

Ginny Apple Susan Barney David Donaldson, Jr.
Michael Feldman Brian Freeman Chip Harrison

Tara Jo Holmberg Katonya Hughey Andy Kuhlberg

Ann Jurkiewicz John Laudati Debbie Leonard
Carol Noble Maurice Patterson John E. Robinson
Beckie Sahl Vic Schoen David Sinish

Marlene Snecinski

FRWA Staff
Bill Dornbos — Executive Director
Aimee Petras — Education & Outreach Coordinator
Alisa Phillips-Griggs — Water Quality & Projects Coordinator
Laura Hart — Project Manager
Doreen McWhirter — Project Support Coordinator

FRWA River Stewards
Heather Bourgoin Paige Vichiola



